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Italy is no. reason for selecting Italy as the place in
which to give them a permanent/^* memorial.

But one can excuse the inappropriateness and
the tactlessness of commemorating the two poets
together in Italy, because it is so well-meant and
sincere an attempt to do them honour. What one
finds it harder to do is to pardon the solemnity, the
snobbishness, of the whole proceeding. The names
of those eminent people who have signed the letter
include a certain number of eminent men of letters,
but they include also the names of people like the
Headmaster "of Eton, presumably because Shelley
was at Eton. When one remembers how Shelley
was treated at Eton, and the sentiments which he
entertained about the place, one cannot help re-
calling the verse about the men who built the
sepulchres of the prophets whom their forefathers
had stoned. An almost incredible instance of this
occurred at Oxford. Shelley, as is well known, was
at University College. He lived his own life there,
tried his chemical experiments, took long walks in
the neighbourhood, in the company of Hogg, for
the purpose of practising pistol-shooting or sailing
paper boats. No one took the slightest trouble to
befriend or advise him, though he was one who
responded eagerly to affectionate interest. When
he published his atheistical pamphlet, which was
the whim of a clever, fantastic, and isolated young
man, the authorities expelled him with scorn and
fury; and now that he has become a great national
poet;they have commemorated him there by setting
up a very beautiful figure of a drowned youth in a